
Course Syllabus 

Instructor: Melissa Helquist 

Office: IAB 160 

Office Hours: 

 Mondays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. (Online) 

 Thursdays, 3:30-5 p.m. (IAB 160) 

  or by appointment 

Phone: 957-4713  

Course Description 

English 2010 focuses on three related aspects of rhetoric and composition: public writing, writing from 

sources, and multimodality. In this course, we’ll explore a number of different genres of writing common in 

academic contexts and in public writing situations. Through research, you’ll inform yourself about 

ongoing, public issues. You’ll become an active participant in these public conversations through writing 

and designing a range of texts. 

Required Text 

The Harbrace Guide to Writing, Concise Second Edition by Cheryl Glenn 

English 2010 Online 

This course is fully online, which means that all course activities will occur via the Canvas page for the 

course. Full participation and success in the course requires logging into the course space multiple times 

per week to read announcements, engage in group discussions, submit assignments, etc. 

If you have problems logging onto Canvas, contact the help desk at 957-5555. It is your responsibility to 

have the necessary technology and technical know-how in order to function efficiently and effectively in 

an online learning environment. SLCC has many computers available on campus should your home or 

workplace systems fail. In any event, it is of course best not to wait until the last minute to submit your 

writing, as difficulties may occur. 

Assignments & Grading 

Your final course grade will be calculated based on the assignments and points listed below. I use a 

standard scale of 95-100% = A; 90-94.9%=A-; 86-89.9% = B+; 83-85.9%=B; 80-82.9%=B-; 76-79.9% = 

C+; 73-75.9=C; 70-72.9%=C-; 60-69.9% = D; 0-59.9% = F 



Assignment Points 

Memoir or Profile 100 

Report or Evaluation 100 

Position or Proposal 100 

Collaborative Project 150 

Wiki Contributions (3 @ 25 pts.) 75 

Research Activities (5 @ 25 pts.) 125 

Final Portfolio 350 

TOTAL 1000 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of English 2010, students should be able to: 

1. Write in multiple genres. 

2. Appropriately adapt strategies of argumentation for a given writing situation. 

3. Appropriately adapt style and design for a given writing situation. 

4. Approach reading and research critically and rhetorically, choosing appropriate research strategies 

for a particular writing task. 

5. Conceive, draft, and revise many kinds of documents, and manage these processes independently. 

6. Cite sources appropriately for the writing situation, including using an academic system of citation 

with a high degree of proficiency. 

7. Understand and respond critically to a civic conversation and become a legitimate participant in that 

conversation. 

8. Work collaboratively on writing tasks with other writers. 

9. Edit their writing so that it contains a minimum of surface error. 

Collaboration and Conferences 

This course is designed to give you opportunities to learn in several different ways, by participating in 

small groups, by participating in conversation within the larger classroom community, and by working 

individually. You may also work one-on-one with me, your instructor. This kind of work is especially 

important in classes such as English 2010, where individual work with your instructor can provide you with 

specific, direct help on issues that concern you in your writing. Therefore, I will plan time for you to meet 

with me to discuss your writing throughout the course. In addition to these more formal meetings, I 

encourage you to contact me frequently by email or during office hours with any questions or ideas you 

want to discuss; I am here to help you in whatever way I can. 



Portfolio 

Revision is a central part of the process of successful writing. You will be revising your writing throughout 

the semester. You will have the opportunity to participate in peer review workshops where you will receive 

useful feedback from your classmates. I will also give you extensive feedback throughout the semester. 

Based on your semester of writing and revision, you will produce a Final Portfolio, which will include three 

revised works and a reflective essay. 

English 2010/ General Education ePortfolio 

The portfolio in English 2010 will help you to develop your General Education ePortfolio (Links to an 

external site.). Each student taking General Education courses at SLCC will maintain a General 

Education electronic portfolio. Instructors in every Gen Ed course will ask you to put at least one 

assignment from the course into your ePortfolio and accompany it with reflective writing. Remember, you 

build one ePortfolio and use it in all your Gen Ed courses. 

In addition, your ePortfolio will allow you to include your educational goals, describe your extracurricular 

activities, and post your resume. When you finish your time at SLCC, your ePortfolio will then be a 

multimedia showcase of your educational experience. For detailed information including a Student 

ePortfolio Handbook and video tutorials on each ePortfolio platform visit the 

website:  www.slcc.edu/gened/eportfolio 

 For English 2010 you will submit your Final Portfolio to your Gen Ed ePortfolio. 

Course Policies 

Participation 

The English Department believes that active participation in class contributes to success. Therefore, 

department policy stipulates that at least ten percent of your final grade will be based on your involvement 

in class. This course emphasizes class participation through contributions to course Wiki pages and peer 

review. 

Completion of Assignments 

Failure to complete work such as peer responses, contributions to course Wiki pages, active participation 

in small group work, and so forth, will result in the lowering of your grade. In addition, to earn at least a C 

in this course, you must complete all major assignments (everything but Wiki contributions and 

research activities) on time. If for some reason you cannot submit your work on time, I am willing to 

arrange an extension if you contact me ahead of the deadline. 

Incompletes 

http://www.slcc.edu/gened/eportfolio/students.aspx
http://www.slcc.edu/gened/eportfolio/students.aspx
https://webmail.slcc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1b42291b35ca4b3491a73818d1907649&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.slcc.edu%2fgened%2feportfolio


You must be passing and have completed the majority of the course work in order to be considered for an 

Incomplete grade. 

Citation Style 

MLA Documentation will be required for some work in this class. Learning one documentation style well 

will help you to quickly learn new styles as they are required in future courses or jobs. Refer to Ch. 26 and 

27 in the text for guidelines on MLA style. A helpful guide to MLA documentation can also be found at 

owl.english.purdue.edu 

 (Links to an external site.) 

Assignment Submission 

All assignments must be submitted through the Canvas course page. If you have questions about the 

assignment submission process, please contact me before an assignment is due.  

Plagiarism 

Students commit plagiarism when they submit another author’s work as their own. Plagiarism also 

includes the failure to attribute unique phrases, passages, or ideas to their original source. Plagiarism is a 

violation of the Student Code of Conduct (Links to an external site.). Students who commit plagiarism will 

receive either an automatic E for that assignment or an E for the course, depending upon the severity of 

the plagiarism. If you have questions about effectively utilizing and citing sources, please let me know. 

Student Code of Conduct 

Students are expected to abide by the Student Code of Conduct (Links to an external site.), which states 

in part: 

“I will practice personal and academic integrity. I will respect the dignity of all persons. I will respect the 

rights and property of others. I will discourage bigotry, striving to learn from differences in people, ideas 

and opinions. I will demonstrate concern for others, their feelings and their need for conditions, which 

supporttheir work and development.  Allegiance to these ideals obligates each student to refrain from and 

discourage behaviors which threaten the freedom and therespect all community members deserve.” --The 

Carolinian Creed  

  

Academic Support 

Your success in this class is important to me. If there are circumstances that may affect your performance 

in this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work together to develop strategies 

for adapting assignments to meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. I assume that all 

of us learn in different ways, and that the organization of any course will accommodate each student 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.slcc.edu/policies/docs/Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
http://www.slcc.edu/policies/docs/Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf


differently. For example, you may prefer to process information by speaking and listening, so some of the 

written material I provide may be difficult to absorb. Please talk to me as soon as you can about your 

individual learning needs and how this course can be accessible for you. 

Accommodation for Disabilities 

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring accommodations or services 

under ADA, should contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC ). The DRC determines eligibility for and 

authorizes the provision of these accommodations and services for the college.  Please contact the DRC 

at the Student Center, Suite 244, Redwood Campus, 4600 So. Redwood Rd, 84123.  Phone: 801-957-

4659, TTY: 801-957-4646, Fax:  801-957-4947 or email: linda.bennett@slcc.edu 

Student Writing Center 

SLCC's Student Writing Center offers an advising program where you have the opportunity to discuss 

your work with a writing advisor. The Student Writing Center advisor will help you think about your writing 

process by sharing their impressions of your materials, offering revision strategies, discussing different 

ways to approach an assignment, as well as to provide another reader and voice for you. Advisors are 

available to help you with any writing assignment for any class you take. You may also send a draft to an 

advisor through email. Go to the Student Writing Center website (Links to an external site.) for more 

information. 

Course Philosophy of Composition in Four Key Terms 

Genre 

This is a genre-based writing course, and the textbook employs what is known as genre theory. When we 

talk about writing genres, we are simply referring to the fact that there are different forms or types of 

writing. But genre theory also helps us understand that different kinds of writing are more or less 

appropriate, depending upon the situation. Genre is tied to the writer’s purpose and the circumstances 

surrounding the writing. 

Research 

Or more specifically, writing from sources. Writing from sources includes not only the basic process of 

research, but emphasizes a writer’s ability to integrate those sources effectively within his or her own text. 

Every assignment in this course will emphasize the practice of writing from sources, and we will revisit the 

fundamental skills of summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting. 

Process 

mailto:linda.bennett@slcc.edu
http://www.slcc.edu/swc


Writing is a temporal activity: it takes place over time. One of the central assumptions of this course is that 

students perform better when they have the opportunity to draft and then revise a piece of writing. The 

portfolio at the end of the course provides an opportunity for you to revise and assemble your strongest 

writing in the course. 

Multimodality 

We will explore how ideas can be composed and presented through multiple modes: writing, yes, but also 

image and sound. Each genre assignment will include options for creating a multimodal piece. At least 

one of the pieces in your Final Portfolio must be multimodal. 

 


